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A letter from our Deacon 
 

 on behalf  of the whole ministerial team 
 
 
 

Dear Friends,  
 
Once again we find ourselves in the darkest time of the year where 
daylight is short and the darkness falls early. We put on the lights, 
pull the curtains and light the fire, shutting out the cold and the 
darkness. If you’re anything like me, thoughts also turn towards 
comfort foods, the foods of my childhood; stews, baked potatoes, 
and dare I even admit - I’ll say it quietly – puddings. 
 

Just as our ancestors have done over thousands of years we look 
for comfort and safety in these dark months. They developed  
festivals in the midwinter at which fires were lit to offer the hope  
of the returning sun in the springtime; they lit torches and candles 
to dispel the darkness. 
 

And so, it is no surprise that Christians celebrate the coming of  
Jesus at this darkest time of the year. We think of God coming as  
a small, vulnerable, human baby into the darkness of the world to 
be a light to all people and hope for the restoration of all creation. 
As Jesus grew to manhood he showed us the way to heal the rifts 
between individuals and nations, to bring justice to those without a 
voice and care to those who suffer. Jesus, the light in our darkness. 
 

It is good to celebrate Christmas and to re-enact once again all our 
family traditions that make up our festivities. However, if we are 
following in the footsteps of Christ might we spend a little of our 
time for someone who will perhaps be on their own. Someone per-
haps for whom the people they used to celebrate with are no longer 
there.  
 

And as the winter progresses might we think of the elderly and 
housebound for whom the dark evenings are not cosy, but long and 
tedious with few visitors. If they are our neighbours, can we visit? 
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We remember in our prayers those who are displaced either here or 
abroad, who like the Holy Family have nowhere to call home this 
Christmas.  
 

Our prayers too for all those who will be working over  
Christmas in our emergency services, hospitals and Care Homes. 
 

And for each of you who are reading this letter I pray that the light 
of Christ will shine for you this Christmas; leading, guiding and 
guarding you. 
 

Have a Happy Christmas and Best Wishes for the New Year from  
 
Annette , Shaun, Angy and Andy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On September  27th, 2015 
we lit a candle on the Elvet War Memorial. 

 

 The candle was lit in memory of Elvet member  
Walter Harrison Myers of 7 Prince's Street, Durham,  

a Private in the 2nd Btn. Border Regiment  
who lost his life at the Battle of Loos  

on the 25th September 1915 aged 34 yrs.  
 

Lest we forget  
/
O
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WORSHIP IN DECEMBER 
Bowburn 

 

   6th  10.30 a.m. Mr Stuart Lawson 
 

 13th  10.30 a.m. Deacon Annette Sharp 
 

 20th   10.30 a.m. Rev Andy Longe 
 

 27th    3.00 p.m. United Service at Elvet 

 

Elvet 
     

   6th  10.45 a.m. Holy Communion - Rev Paul Golightly 

   6.00 p.m. Taizé Service 

 13th   8.30 a.m. Holy Communion - Rev Alan Middleton 
 10.45 a.m. Gift Service  - All-Age Worship and Parade 
   Rev Shaun Swithenbank 

   6.00 p.m. Deacon Annette Sharp 
 

 20th    3.00 p.m. Carol Service  - Rev Shaun Swithenbank 
 

 27th   3.00 p.m. United Service 
   All-Age Worship led by our worship leaders 
 
 

Framwellgate Moor 
    

   6th  10.30 a.m. Mr John Scott 
 

 13th    5.30 p.m.  Carol Service - Rev Shaun Swithenbank 
 

 20th   10.30 a.m. Readers’ Service 
 

 27th    3.00 p.m. United Service at Elvet 
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WORSHIP IN DECEMBER 
North Road 

 

   6th  10.30 a.m. Holy Communion - Rev Shaun Swithenbank 
 

 13th  10.30 a.m. Mr Shaun Conroy 
 

 20th    3 p.m. Carol Service - Deacon Annette Sharp 
 

 27th   3.00 p.m. United Service at Elvet 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Elvet 
Christmas Eve  11.30 p.m.  Midnight Communion 
Christmas Day  10.30 a.m.  All-Age Worship 
 
North Road 
Christmas Day  10.30 a.m.  All-Age Worship 
 
 

For services in January and February, please consult the plan. 
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May God comfort the Malaysia Airlines MH 370 
missing flight’s Family 

by Lawrence Law 
Minister of the North East Methodist Chinese Mission  

 

On 8th March 2014, a Boeing 777 flight of the Malaysia Airlines, 
MH 370, took off from Kuala Lumpur International Airport,  
destination Beijing. Unfortunately, for no apparent reason, it  
vanished into thin air.  
 

In total, there were 239 passengers on board the plane, mainly  
Chinese nationals, but also including around 20 Malaysian Chinese.  
 

On 9th June this year, I visited a family who are currently staying in 
a town outside Kuala Lumpur. They are the family of a passenger 
(Huan Bin Zeng) who was on the missing MH 370. Huan Bin is a 
third generation Methodist church member in Malaysia, where he 
was born and brought up. He graduated from the University of  
Sunderland and was working in an international engineering firm as 
a senior engineer in Malaysia. He was on the flight to Beijing for a 
business trip when it went missing, leaving his family behind. His 
parents, Phillip Zeng and Xiu Rong Gong are both passionate  
second generation Methodist church members.  Huan Bin and his 
wife, Wei Qin Lin, were married for 14 years and they had two  
in children aged 14 and 8.  Both of them met in a Christian fellow-
ship and since then, the couple, and later their family, have lived a 
life according to the Christian faith. According to his mother, Huan 
Bin worked part time while he was furthering his studies the UK, 
not wanting to burden his family financially. While his parents were 
sharing the past of Huan Bin, his mother Xiu Rong had to hold back 
her tears.  She admitted that both she and her husband needed at 
least half a year to pull themselves back together, deeply understand 
and believe that the Lord has His own plan. Huan Bin could be in a 
better place now.   
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Their story made me recall the life of Job. Job feared the Lord, fell 
onto the ground on his knees and said: “Lord, I heard of you in the 
past and now I see you with my own eyes!”  I felt so sorry for re-
minding them of such a bitter past they had had to go through.  See-
ing their faith towards Almighty God, teaches all who feel weak in 
the battle of the Christian faith to learn from them.  
 

As for Wei Qin, Huan Bin’s wife, she is yet to fully recover from 
this loss. Since this incident, she appears to be less sociable, tries to 
keep everything to herself and has to bring up their children alone. 
All the photos of Huan Bin’s graduation, wedding and family  
portraits show that this was a warm and harmonious family, but now 
nothing is left but sorrow.  Wei Qin mentioned that her elder son 
speaks little and avoids human contact; it is as though the earth had 
lost the brightness and heat of the sun. Wei Qin also worried about 
the flight incident and how the insurance claim due to this  
unfortunate loss would affect the psychological development of  
her two children.  
 

During my visit, the younger son’s pet hamster just bore a little pup. 
The young little pup was then able to live independently away from 
the mother hamster.  Young little pups seem to be mentally and 
physically stronger than the two young children who had just lost 
their father.  I looked at the bulletin of the church the family attends: 
the church annual theme is “Love Thy Neighbour”.  According to 
them, the ministers and members of the church constantly show 
their care and love for them, living a practical life of loving their 
neighbours. Hence, let us continue to pray for this family, living the 
teaching of “love thy neighbour”.   
 

Amen. 
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Grace Haven Fundraiser Events 
 
DECEMBER   
    2nd ‐ Lunchstop Christmas Lunch at Elvet 
      (buy your cket in advance) 
 

   18th ‐ Carols and Canapés (shared with Kwagala)  
      at the home of the Johnsons 
   and - Christmas Concert  
    by Durham Constabulary Brass Band & Male Voice Choir  
      at Elvet        

JANUARY 
14th, 15th & 16th‐ Pantomime Snow White at Elvet 
      (shared with North Rd) 
 
And dates s ll have to be confirmed for the following events. 
Look out for no ces and posters. 
 

JANUARY 
Sing‐along Film Night  ‐ big screen at Elvet 

 

FEBRUARY 
Millennium Indian Buffet Dinner 
 

      Would l lie to you?/Call My Bluff night  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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A letter from Mrs Sue Harrison 

Elvet Project co-ordinator 2015/2016 
 jaspar28@hotmail.co.uk 

 
 

Dear Friend, 
 
As you may already know, Elvet Methodist Church is supporting 
the Grace Haven Orphanage, Myanmar (formerly known as Burma) 
as its Overseas Project between September 2015 and August 2016.  
The Project Committee have arranged a variety of entertaining,  
cultural and fun events for all ages and tastes to raise awareness – 
and money – for this worthy cause and you and your friends will be 
very welcome to attend as many as you would like.   
 

Look out for information about specific events and tell as many 
people as possible about them.   
 

I am writing to you to see if you would like to become more  
involved in the cause and active fund-raising. 
 

There are many other ways you can help, too.  Perhaps you could 
take a poster to display?  Or have some of our super stylus/torch 
pens to sell at you workplace, or amongst your neighbours?  Or 
have a coffee morning in your home, selling cupcakes – or some of 
your crafts – in your office/social circle?  Please contact me if you 
would like to be involved and provide a contact number for further 
communication. 
 

Yours, in Christ, 
 

Sue Harrison 
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CONCERT AT NORTH ROAD 

by Edgar Senior 
 

Saturday September 12th saw a performance  
by three Northern Stars - Adam Gatenby, David  
Lawrence and James Porter.  All three have 
been regular performers in the annual Rising 
Stars concerts which Marion Senior organises, 
mainly featuring her pupils.  All three are 
now at university, David and James at  
Cambridge and Adam at Newcastle.  They gave  
us an afternoon of accomplished music making 
in a well-balanced programme. 
 
James played three of his own piano  
compositions, at once reflective and  
atmospheric.  There were no fireworks or  
histrionics: this was music for shut eyes and 
the imagination.  I “saw” pastoral landscapes; 
wide-open spaces; waterfalls.  Perhaps James’s 
musical future lies in writing music for  
travel films. 
 
By contrast Adam performed in his usual  
commanding and compelling way.  He played  
music by Bach and Brahms.  He brought out  
the best in the North Road piano in the Bach 
Prelude and Fugue which had rhythmic clarity 
and well-defined lines, and his Brahms, on a 
larger scale, had weight and authority.   
Adam also played a piece of his own, in a more  
gentle style than he’s given us in the past.   
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Adam is reading music at Newcastle and it 
will be interesting to see which direction he 
takes in future. 
 
Over the years David has played both the  
piano and tuba and sung at Rising Stars  
concerts.  This time he sang a group of seven 
English songs accompanied by Marion.  He has 
a choral scholarship at Cambridge, and it is 
easy to see why.  He performs in a relaxed 
and assured way, finding immediate connexion 
with the audience.  We have watched him  
develop vocally, and his flexible and well-
controlled baritone promises great things for 
the future.  I thought his performance of 
Roger Quilter’s ‘Go lovely Rose’ and ‘Now 
sleeps the crimson petal’ especially fine. 
 
David, James and Adam finished the concert 
with a spirited performance of Flanders and 
Swann’s paean to the London bus ‘A transport 
of delight’.  That sent us away in a very 
jolly frame of mind.  There was a risk that 
this one item would eclipse the memory of a 
really excellent afternoon of music making.  
Marion’s pride was palpable. 
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BAPTISMS 
 

We have welcomed into the family of the Church (at Elvet) 
18 October   Thomas Walter FENWICK 

and Molly Emily CULLEN 
 

1 November Harrison David RUDD-WRIGHT 
 
 

FUNERALS 
 

Our condolences to the families and friends of those whose funerals 
have been held at our church in Elvet 

 

 6 November Norman RAPER 
 

11 November Mavis WATSON 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

THE INTERNATIONAL PRAYER FOR PEACE 
 

 Lead me from death to life, from falsehood to truth 
 

         Lead me from despair to hope, from fear to trust 
 

                  Lead me from hate to love, from war to peace 
 

 Let peace fill our hearts, our world, our universe 
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Elvet’s Thursday Club 

 

(Meetings are held at 7.30pm in the Upstairs Room at 
Elvet.) 

 

10 December Christmas Festivities 
    
 

21 January  Anne’s Latest Visit 
    Anne Scott 
 

  4 February  A Project Update 
     Sue and Paul Harrison 
 

18 February  Oral Hygiene 
    Jessica Brice 
 

  3 March  Handbags 
    Susan Howard 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Visitors to Lumiere were welcomed at Elvet with a hot-dog 
stall and warm drinks. 
We are pleased to say that several visitors either prayed or 
asked for prayers.  
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Journey of the Magi is a sparkling production of dance,  
theatre, song and poetry. Entertaining, powerful and  
compelling, Journey of the Magi is festive, witty and poignant. 
 
T S Eliot’s poem, Journey of the Magi is the inspiration for the 
show. We are reminded not only of the famous journey the 
wise men made following the star to Jesus, but also of the 
‘journey’ each of us makes every year in preparing for  
Christmas day. Images from the poetry and familiar Christmas 
scenes explode in a mix of laugh-out-loud funny, moving and 
entertaining theatre and dance. The result? We hope not only 
to entertain, but to offer a chance to reflect and refocus. 
 
Journey of the Magi is enjoyed by children and adults alike. 
 

See Journey of the Magi at Elvet Methodist Church on 
 

Thursday, 3rd December at 7p.m. 
 

Tickets: £7 - concessions £4 - family of four £15 
Tickets available from penny@westgrangefarm 
 

<><><><<><><><><><><><><<><><<><><><><><><><><> 
 

SPRINGS DANCE COMPANY is one of the longest established contemporary 
dance companies in the UK. We reach thousands of people each year through a 
unique and diverse performance and education programme. 

The Company tours across the UK and internationally and has an outstanding and 
highly praised education programme that includes workshops in schools and in the 
community. We also run a year-long apprenticeship scheme that nurtures and 
trains young dancers, and we hold an annual summer school.  Springs Dance 
Company aims to explore, perform, teach and encourage. Our work is expressive 
of life experiences and of faith. 
 
Our Christian ethos inspires the creation of dance and theatre that has a  
transforming, positive impact on the physical, emotional and spiritual wellbeing  
of adults and children alike, without discrimination. 
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ALL ARE WELCOME IN THIS PLACE 
A seven-year dream has come true at Framwellgate Moor Methodist 
Chapel.  A project initiated with the help of Rev Andrew Lunn has 
resulted in the complete refurbishment of the chapel and all its  
attached rooms. 
 

The final stages of the vision, primrose yellow walls creating a 
bright and airy space and soft new carpet in the meeting-room and 
on the stage, have recently been achieved and the chapel complex  
is now more welcoming than ever.    
 

In 2008, Andrew and the Framwellgate congregation organised a 
committee to plan the refurbishment together, and to raise the  
necessary finance.  Flyers were sent out to the Framwellgate and 
Pity Me communities, resulting in generous donations from the  
public at large, supplementing monies raised by the congregation 
itself.  Our Methodist Chapel really is at the heart of its community 
and in its community’s heart. 
 

The first improvement to the building was a ramp for disabled  
access.  Since then, as well as the work mentioned above, the  
kitchen and toilets have been renewed, the roof repaired, new soft 
furnishings provided and woodwork renewed and repaired.  
 

The joiner employed on the project summed up the thoughts of us 
all: “I’ve done this work for God,” he said. 
 

Why not come along to the next public event at Framwellgate Moor 
Methodist Chapel, the Christmas Fayre on December 5th from 
10a.m. till noon? 
 

Cake and ginger wine stall 
Chocolate stall  

Christmas gift bag stall  
Toiletries 

 

Tea, coffee and mince pies  
Top ups free 
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Hope is coming this Advent 
 

“Sometimes hope is like a candle flame that has almost gone out;  
it doesn’t go out but I need friends to remind me that it is still there.” 
– Laura 
 
Laura knows what it’s like to be without hope in an unstable world. 
Isolated, separated from her children, and without a job – no one 
would want to be in her shoes. Then she met her new community 
of friends at the Parson Cross Initiative in North Sheffield. Today 
she is helping run their new music project – one of her deepest 
passions. What’s more, she is about to become a member at her 
local Methodist Church. 
 
This Advent season we will be giving thanks for Jesus-shaped 
hope fuelled in people like Laura and for Methodist partners like  
the Parson Cross Initiative for being messengers of hope.  
 

You can read Laura’s story along with that of other beneficiaries at  
 

www.methodist.org.uk/advent. 
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Seven biblical reasons YOU can’t ignore 
the digital world 

Why not  listen to Premier Radio  
where Penny Bissell found this interesting article? 

 
What can the Bible teach us about engaging in the digital world? 
Perhaps more than you think… Here are seven biblical reasons 
why YOU should be engaging online: 

1. The Great Commission (Matthew 28:19-20) 
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 

them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you 
always, to the very end of the age.”  

We are commanded to make disciples of all nations. Did you know 
that if Facebook was a country it would be the largest nation on 
earth? The digital world is too big to ignore, if we are to follow the 
Great Commission we need to be making disciples online. 
 

2. You are the Salt of the Earth (Matthew 5:13) 
“You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavour, how shall it be 

seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled 
underfoot by men.” 

In ancient times salt was used to flavour, preserve and purify. It was 
so valuable it was even used to pay wages. By being a part of the 
digital world Christians are able to be ‘salt’ in a space that  
desperately needs godly flavour and purity. 
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3. Let your light shine (Matthew 5:14-16) 
“You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. 

Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, 
and it gives light to all who are in the house. Let your light so shine before 
men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.” 

The Bible calls us to live our Christian lives before others. People 
are meant to look at us and learn something about God from how 
we live. This has to apply in the digital world. It may be easier to 
hide our faith online, but if people don’t meet God through our  
presence we are hiding our light under a basket. 

4. All people...by all means (1 Corinthians 9:19-23) 
“I have become all things to all people so that by all possible means I 

might save some. I do all this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share 
in its blessings.” 

The Gospel is not constrained by culture, language or mode of de-
livery. We cannot refuse to engage digitally because St Paul, the 
greatest evangelist in Church history, shows us that we are to use 
‘all means’ if we truly have a heart to reach ‘all people’. 

5. Tax collectors and sinners (Mark 2:15) 
“While Jesus was having dinner at Levi’s house, many tax collectors and 
sinners were eating with him and his disciples, for there were many who 

followed him” 

Some people feel the digital world is too murky for Christians to en-
gage with. We do need to be wise in who we connect with online, 
but ‘it is not the healthy that need a doctor but the sick’. We are 
called to associate with non-Christians, otherwise how will they ever 
hear or see the Gospel? 
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6. Be a good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37) 
“But a Samaritan, as he travelled, came where the man was; and when he 

saw him, he took pity on him.” 

We are called to love our neighbours and are shown that the  
answer to the question ‘who is my neighbour’ is often surprising.  
To be a good Samaritan we need to firstly be in the same place as 
the person who needs help and secondly be willing to stop and give 
that help.  
If there are no Christians on the ‘digital roads’ how can we love our 
neighbours there?  Who will be there to have mercy on the  
unfortunate? 

7. Being one in fellowship (1 Thess 5:11 and John 17:21) 
“that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. 

May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent 
me.” 

 

Some people see digital fellowship as a threat to authentic  
fellowship. However, rightly used digital can enhance existing  
relationships, create new ones and allow us to experience life  
together in ways previously un-
imaginable. Through digital we 
can ‘Rejoice with those who re-
joice; mourn with those who 
mourn’ and just be ‘church’ in 
new ways.  
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Join the Link 
 
Dear Friends,  

 

Thank you for all your contributions for this edition of our  
magazine.  Keep them coming!  I like to have a nice selection  
of articles from all our chapels, as well as items I glean from  
The Buzz, the Methodist Church’s Good News website. 
 

I’ve discovered that The Link is a popular name for a church  
magazine, having recently been given two copies of magazines 
which share our name.  I suppose we all want to bring people  
together in Christ’s name. 
 
I’d like to encourage you - oh, yes I would - to come to the joint 
Elvet/North Road pantomime in January.  (See also page 8.)  Lots 
of members of both churches have collaborated in this production 
- so come along and support us.  
 
Yours in Christ 
 
Jackie 
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The Ark, Soroti, Uganda 
 
 

The Ark in Soroti, Uganda is a Centre helping disabled children in 
this part of the country.  Set up by Global Care in 2013 as a result 
of becoming aware that disabled children in the area were being 
hidden away – in some cases not leaving their homes unless for 
hospital treatments.  Two years down the line and a number of 
children have been and are being helped and educated into a 
society that is beginning to accept them. 
 

For three days in October, John and Anne Scott worked in the Ark 
as part of a charity tour of Uganda.  John, as a Trustee of Global 
Care was there to assess and advise, Anne was helping out as was 
necessary. 
 

On the first day we found that the children would not be attending 
the Centre as it was a Public Holiday and as such the teachers 
would not be in work; however, this just allowed us a time of 
planning and getting on with some jobs.  Planning included: making 
the room that the children used more interesting and stimulating, 
that is, pasting a large mural on one of the walls, erecting sensory 
items to the ceiling, making sensory toys, washing windows and 
drawing up plans for a walking frame, soft-play shapes to assist the 
children in sitting up, playing and being propped up on their fronts.  
Plans were also drawn up to make an outside play area with a 
shade from the unrelenting sun.   
 

Next day, Anne and Denise (another volunteer from Stockton) set 
out in the mini-bus to pick up the children from their homes to bring 
them to the Centre.  We set out at 8 am, collecting 9 children on 
this occasion.  We were driving into small, scattered communities, 
along mud tracks in most cases, past women and children getting 
water from wells in jerry cans and then carrying them back to their 
homes on their heads or just carrying them.  The children we picked 
up all lived in very poor living conditions, usually one room mud or 
mud-brick houses.  There is no electricity and no running water.   
Most just had mud floors that they lived and slept on and a lot of the 
children cannot walk so consequently pull themselves across the  
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mud surfaces.  Funding has recently been made available by Global 
Care to repair the roof of one of these mud houses whose thatched 
roof was allowing water to flood the home.  Their clothing  
was poor – torn, dirty, without buttons (where there should be 
buttons) and generally very well worn.  These one room small 
buildings were often homes to 6 and 8 people. A brother and sister 
that we picked up had been brought out of the bush by grandad, 
amazingly balanced on a bicycle and we put nappies on them both 
before putting them into the mini-bus (most people here do not wear 
any form of underwear).  We continued up lots of mud tracks to 
communities in varying degrees of deprivation and poverty.  Betty, 
Grace and Mark – all severely disabled so not able to sit up were 
laid in the back of the bus, another, who had to sit up front because 
he is hyper-active and keeps fiddling with things and people, 
another severely disturbed boy who had to sit with the one friend he 
could identify with.  After setting off at 8 am it was 9.45 am before 
we got to the Centre.  At 10.30 am we helped feed the children with 
a snack of bread and chai (a long, messy process in lots of cases).  
We then spent time playing, interacting, stimulating and generally 
looking after the children, with lunch at about 1.30 pm.  Supposedly 
at 3 pm the day ends but it was nearer 4 pm before they were 
transported home – after all having been bathed and clean nappies 
put on as well as having lanolin cream applied to all their bodies.  
 

With the children dispatched (two others of our group transported 
them home), we then set to painting the walls of the room including 
the skirting boards, an outline for a mural on the outside of the 
building was sketched.  We didn’t get back to the hotel until after  
8 pm in the black dark. 
 

Next day, up and out at 8 am and straight to the Centre.  Transfers 
put on the walls, mirror at a low level so the children could use it, foil 
paper stuck to the walls (a sensory feature), while outside a man 
was preparing the ground for a play area immediately outside the 
room, canopies being erected and welded into position.  The first 
structured soft play shapes and roll supports had been made and 
were being tried out by the children.  The mini-bus didn’t arrive until 
10.20 am because one of the children, when picked up from home  
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was seen to be unwell and was taken straight to the local hospital 
where level 3 malaria was diagnosed (the previous day another 
child had been taken to hospital with malaria but at a lesser level).  
Again, another day of working, playing, interacting, feeding the  
children and in the afternoon an ‘Open Day’ event for parents/
carers of the children.  This event, which happens often is to allow 
the families of these disabled children to meet together for support, 
help and advice.    One of the mothers, of a child who was disabled 
due to meningitis at 6 months, was the spokeswoman for the group 
and she expressed the gratitude of the group for the work of Global 
Care as it gave respite as well as support for the families of these 
children as well as guidance on ways of helping the children.  A 
meal was provided for the parents/carers as well as the children on 
this occasion and, mainly as a result of fund-raising efforts by our 
friends at Stockton Baptist Tabernacle Church, each child was 
given a backpack with clothes, toiletries and a toy in it and each 
family took away a bag of food.   
 

After they left we completed the mural on the outside of the building 
– just as a torrential rain storm started which lasted for about half 
an hour – however, because of the gloss paint that we had used, it 
did not affect the painting.   
 

So, in three days a lot of work carried out on the building, on-going 
work set in motion to be completed by local workers, help and 
advice that was provided by one of our team who was an 
Occupational Therapist, will help both staff and carers give 
therapeutic exercises for these disadvantaged children.  For the 
team, the reward was the relationships that were built with 
especially the children but also the staff and parents of these 
unique, delightful people. 
 

If anybody would like further information or would be interested in 
sponsoring one of these children please contact John or Anne. 
 
Anne Scott 
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CRADLE ROLL BIRTHDAYS  
 

December   
 19th  Maisie Atkinson (Elvet) 
 

 23rd  Oliver James Pharoah (Elvet) 
 

 24th  Evie Rose Foster (Elvet) 
 

 28th Amelia Lesli Johnson (Elvet) 
 

 
January 
   7th  April Dowson (Elvet)  
      

 18th Cain Pallister (Elvet) 
 

 15th  Layla Cairns-Nagi (Elvet) 
 
   

February   
   7th   Rosie Guy (Elvet) 
 

 10th Daniel Milburn (Elvet) 
 

 27th  Jacob Bell (Elvet) 
 
 

JUNIOR CHURCH BIRTHDAYS 
February   

 15th  Zara Jane Johnson (Elvet) 

 
Happy Birthday to you all! 
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THE WEEK IN BOWBURN 

Sundays  10.30 am Morning Worship 

Wednesdays   2 - 3 pm Prayer & Fellowship Meeting  
     last Weds of month. 
Thursdays   9.00 am * “Drop-in”  
    5.30 pm * Brownies 
    (Contact: Karen Heron 07921377321) 
      7.15 pm * Guides  
    (Contact Rosalind [Ros] Waites 0191 377 9995)   
     * term-time only 
http://www.durhamdeernessmethodist.org.uk/wordpress/?
page_id=10 
 

THE WEEK AT NORTH ROAD 
Sun 10.30 am Morning Worship    

Tues  10.00- 1.30 (fortnightly) Craftworks with Mannas light lunch 

Thurs 9.30-11.30 * Messy Mornings  

Fri     11.00- 1.30  Mannas - Food and Friendship every Friday 

Sat    (second Saturday) Coffee Morning 
 9.00- 10.15 (third Saturday) Men’s Breakfast 

    * term-time only 
http://www.northroadmethodist.org.uk/ 

THE WEEK AT FRAMWELLGATE MOOR 
Sundays 10.30 am  Morning Worship 
 

Tuesdays 10.00 am Prayer Meeting 
 

Thursdays    10 - 11am Dance Fusion 
 

Framwellgate’s Church Hall is rented out during the week for exercise 
classes. 
Why not visit their website for details? - especially if you live in the area. 
http://www.durhamdeernessmethodist.org.uk/wordpress/?page_id=236 
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THE WEEK AT ELVET 
 

Sun    8.30 a.m. Second Sunday, Holy Communion  
  10.45 a.m. Morning Service & Junior Church, including Crèche 
    2.00 p.m. Worship in Chinese (Mandarin and Cantonese) 
    6.00 p.m. Evening Worship   
    7.30 p.m. MethSoc (term-time) 
    8.00 p.m. King’s Church - evangelical worship (term-time) 
 

Mon    2.00 p.m. Prayer Meeting (1st & 3rd Monday) 
    5.30 p.m.  Rainbows (Girls 5-7 yrs.) at St.. Oswald’s 
    5.45 p.m. Brownies (Girls 7-10 yrs) at St. Oswald’s 
    6.00 p.m. Cubs (Open Group)  [Boys and Girls 8-10½ yrs.] 
    7.30 p.m.  Guides (Girls 10-14 yrs.) at St. Oswald’s 
    7.30 p.m. Explorers (Open Group)  [Mixed 14½-18 yrs.] 
    7.45 p.m. House Group at Newton Hall (alternate weeks) 
   ** See top of page 26 
 Rainbows, Brownies and Guides contact number 372 1786 
 

Tue  10.15 a.m. Halliday Grove House Group (alternate weeks) 
    5.30 p.m. Beavers (Open Group)  [Boys and Girls 6-8] 
    7.10 p.m. Scouts (Open Group)  [Boys and Girls10½-14½]     

Wed   12 noon  Lunch Stop  ALL welcome (roughly equates with term-time) 
     2.00 p.m. Women's Fellowship (1st Wednesday) 
 

Thurs  10.00 a.m. Arts & Crafts Workshop 
    7.30 p.m. Thursday Club for All (alternate weeks) 
http://www.elvet-church.org.uk/ 
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ELVET, NORTH ROAD, FRAMWELLGATE MOOR and 

BOWBURN METHODIST  CHURCHES 
Ministers 

 Rev Shaun Swithenbank B.Sc. 
Tel: 340 9701 

 
Rev Andy Longe 

Tel: 384 1221 
 

Deacon Annette Sharp 
Tel: 373 7446   

         
 
 

DON’T FORGET 
Copy for the March– May Magazine  

should reach Jackie Fielding by  
25th January 

via the pocket in the rear entrance hall at Elvet, 
by phone on Durham 384 7305  

or by e-mail at fielding@durhamcity.org.uk 
 

Alternatively, those at Shincliffe and Bowburn can contact 
Liz Atkinson on 01388 329437. 

Those at North Road can contact Martin Wright. 
Those at Framwellgate Moor can contact Eileen Maughan. 

eileenmaughan@yahoo.co.uk 
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